GLAMOURPUSS
INCARNATE,
ACCOMPANIED BY
MRBEANS THE CAT;
JWANDERSON'S
DEVORE BATWING
SLEEVES SIGNAL
NEW-WAVE EIGHTIES
—PARTNERWITHA
SUPERSIZE BEL'T AND
GRAPHICEARRINGS
Silk/Lurex top, £1,200,

JW Anderson. Belt, £5,
Missguided. Leather and
suede clutch, £1,035,
Paula Cademartori.
Gold-plated earrings,
L5340, Giuseppe

LZanotti Design
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SHORT -NOTSO
SWEET. H&M'S
WONDER WOMAN
SEQUINED MINI
WILLIMPART
SUPERPOWERS,
WHILE PLATFORMS
MAGICALLY
LENGTHEN LEGS
Sequined minidress,
showpiece only, H&M.
Leather belt, £220,
Manish Arora. Clutch,
£25. Faux-fur scarf, £85.
Both River Island. Socks,
£6, Calzedonia. Leather
sandals, £395, Terry

de Havilland. Hair: Sam
McKnight. Make-up:
Lucia Pica. Nails: Lorraine
Giriffin. Set design: David

White. Production: 10-4inc.

Digital artwork: R&D

Autumn arrives
with a bang. A
Kittenish Lar:
Stone stars n the
NCW SCASON'S
high-voltage and
high-hemline
cveningwear. By
Violet Henderson.
Stvled by Lucinda
Chambers.
Photographed by
Manrio lestino
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OW
here 1s an equation for calculation: take
one halt-British, halt-Dutch 31-year-old
woman with bust-waist-hip measurements
of 34-25-36 (which equates, in real terms,
to men’s and women’s racing hearts). Add
white-blonde hair that falls an inch below
the bra strap and multiply the eftect by
two pale, glowering eyebrows. Divide
front teeth with a 3mm gap. Cap oft with
size-five feet — too small for standard
fashion-week shoes (they're a mean size
seven) — and gain a wobbly runway walk
that has come undone twice, 1n 2006 and
2007. And now you are approaching the
sum that 1s called Lara Stone.

At the time of going to press, Lara has
amassed 95 magazine covers — 30 of
which are tor Fague, and four of those for
British Vogue. And although the catwalk
isnt Laras favourite modelling plane,
owing to those small feet and that
idiosyncratic walk, she has nevertheless
paraded for some of the world’s most
prestigious fashion houses on 24 separate
occasions, recently opening Chanel’s pre-
autumn 2015 Paris-Salzburg show and
closing Prada’s spring/summer 2015 show.

And comfortably tucked under her
size-eight belt, Lara has 22 difterent
brands’ advertising campaigns. In the
autumn of 2010 she became, and remains
today, the exclusive face of Calvin Klein
— tollowing 1n the well-heeled footsteps
of Christy Turlington and Kate Moss —
a gig that became very visible indeed
when, this spring, she cavorted semi-
naked with Justin Bieber, also semi-
naked, on billboards, television and every
possible social-media outlet for Calvin
Klein Jeans. In 2013 Lara won the
golden ticket that fast-tracks models
on to Forbes magazine's highest-earning
list: a L'Oréal beauty contract. While
this May she appeared alongside Tom
Ford in front of Inez van Lamsweerde
and Vinoodh Matadin’s lens to sell the
designer's latest fragrance, Noir. In short,

1io

e
|

Lara 1s a model who has every conceivable
tashion base covered.

This year Lara’s personal life has also
generated some new statistics, and not all
pertaining to happy circumstances. In
March 1t emerged that her five-year
marriage to comedian-turned-national-
treasure David Walliams had ended and
that Lara had moved out of their marital
home in north London, taking with her
the couple’s two-year-old son Alfred and
Bert the border terrier. While neither
Lara nor Walliams have yet made a
formal statement, Lara, who has 121,000
Instagram and Twitter followers (and,
yes, she still follows David on the latter),
posted a series of compellingly cryptic

messages. February 15: “Be nice or leave
— thank you.” February 28: “Cuddle me

hardcore.” March 18: “A certain darkness
15 needed to see the stars.” March 26:
“Fuck what you heard.”

Whether or not the latter messages
suggest a reckoning — on May 16 she
posted a picture of a broken heart, so
perhaps not — Lara, who fell oft a pair of
Rodarte heels in March and badly mnjured
her foot, has not missed a day's work,
either from anguish or crutches.

Today is no different. Fogue's cover shoot
15 taking place in a whitewashed studio in
north London, where Lara 1s standing in
an electric-blue knee-
length Christopher
Kane dress, cradling a
kitten, before Mario
Testino’s tripod. All

Laras very
physical

It's a compelling fact ot fashion that
what often turns a handful of models
“super” in each generation is the strength of
their personalities. And Lara, as you might
hope from a girl who married a comedian
— and not a mowie star or billionaire
(surprisingly perhaps, given the way she
looks) — is funny. Not Kate Moss cheeky-
funny, nor Cara Delevingne extrovert-
funny, but deadpan droll. And honest.
When asked repeatedly in interviews why
she continued to model with little success
for six years, before Riccardo Tisci cast her
in a 2006 Givenchy show and her career
began, she replies, simply, that 1t seemed
preferable to returning to McDonald’s to
flip burgers. She has talked too of the
pressure she has felt to lose weight and
fit into unforgiving sample sizes. And
then she has skewered 1t. “I think of
dieting,” she memorably said, “then I eat
pizza.” And she has considered out loud,
as a highly paid beauty ambassador, how
her mother has great, youthtul-looking
skan but “didn’t use face cream at all’.
It was back 1n December 2009, just
after she met her husband, that she
admitted to Vogue, without an 1ota of
fantare, that the longest she had stayed
in any one place mn the last two years
was when she visited South Africa for
four weeks to check in to rehab.

Back on set, a
commotion 1s stirring,
and 1t has little to do
with Lara. Bert the
border terrier has

isn't quite quiet, it can't }) 17¢CSCNee ¢ I(S arrived 1n the studio.

be, for Laras very
physical presence emits
a megawatt magic that,

(L Mesaoatt

At tirst his wagging
tail suggests that he 1s
looking for his owner,

like her trademark ?}Itlﬁgl(—-‘ rll([r; 11]3{: but thén, clearly, from
tooth gap, plays with s A - - his acceleration, he
P, play her trademarR - B eecderton, be

expectations.  Because
while her conventional
pin-up body, peachy-
soft pale skin and thick
blonde hair send out a
straightforward come-
hither message, the
angular structure of her face, the lips that
spell out sullen, her detached stare, suggest
something off-kilter, which makes you,
me, designers, photographers and fashion
editors want to look at her, endlessly.
And then there 1s her voice. “Look,” she
gestures to the cat, Mr Beans, “he'th...
thooo... cute!” — somehow managing to
exclaim 1 monotone. She sounds very
Dutch, despite not having lived in the
country since she was 16, and about an
octave too low for a sex siren.
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tooth sap,
plays with
cxpectations

tightens, paws scrabble
on the wooden ftloor,
and the set designer,
who borrowed Mr
Beans for the shoot,
runs, cat i one hand,
carry case 1n the other, towards the exit.
As Lara appears from behind a black
screen, now scantily clad in Versace sequins,
to look at Bert, he slowly sits before
her, steadily returning her gaze with a
twitch of his whiskers.

“You'd rip vat poor thing apart 1th you
could,” she says, her eyves momentarily
wide and sad. Then she throws her golden
head backwards and out of that Disney-
princess-sized mouth come big, low
heaves of 1rrepressible laughter. L]

MARIO TESTINO
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THE RODARTE
SISTERS SAY THEY
WERE INSPIRED BY
MIGRATING BIRDS.
TRY THIS CLASHING,
MIX-AND-MATCH
ENSEMBLE FOR
ULTIMATE
PEACOCKING
Sequined chiffon and

tulle asymmetric shoulder
dress, to order, Rodarte.
Legdings, £26, American
Apparel. Socks, £6,
(alzedonia. Platform
sandals, £795, to order,
Terry de Havilland.

Hoop earrings, £18,
Toolally Jewellery
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LOEWE'SSILVER-
LICKED PLEATS
REMIX THE
EIGHTIES —-ASLINKY
SILHOUETTE MEANS
YOUCANTURNIUP
THE VOLUMEWITH
AFUZZY COAT
Cpposite: faux-fur coat,
22,400, Felder Felder.
Pleated lamé dress,
£2.125. Leather belt,
¥495. Both Loewe.
Platform sandals, £795,

to order, Terrvde
Havilland. Socks, as
before. Pyramid earrings,
from £245, Alexis Bittar
DEFINED BALMAIN
SHOULDERS. A
CINCHED WAIST
ANDSEQUINS THAT
HUG THE HIPS
WORK TO CREATE
AN HOURGLASS

IN AN INSTANT

This page: sleeveless satin
and velvet jacket, £3,000.
Satin belt, £1,150. Both
Balmain. Silk-mix blouse,
£549, Creatures of the
Wind. Beaded and
sequined leggings, from
2o00, Discount Universe.
Leather bag, £1,4285,
Salvatore Ferragamo

i,
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MISSONI'S SILKEN ZIGZAG GOWN SPILLS LIKE LIQUID,

SOIT FEELSASIFYOU'REWEARINGNOTHINGAT ALL,
WHILE SHARD EARRINGS POINT TOAPLUNGING NECKLINE
ANDFLASHOF SEQUIN BRA. EYESWILL WANDER

Metallic lamé wrap dress, £1.150, Missoni. Bra, from £40. J-Lyn Exclusives,
at Etsv.com. Leather belt, £1,050, Balmain. Leather sandals, £299,

Terry de Havilland. Patent-leather and ponyskin bag, £1,445, Paula
Cademartori. Earrings, from £195, Alexis Bittar. Socks, stylist’s own
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MEGAWATT
WARNING:
CHRISTOPHER
KANE'S LIGH TNING-
BOLT DRESSISSET
TOSTUN: SOFTEN
WITH TOUCH-ME
TEXTURED FUR
Faux-fur coat, £345,

Mare Cain. Silk and lace
dress, £2.450, Christopher
Kane. Leather sandals,
£395, Terry de Havilland.
Bag and socks, as before.
Fringe earrings,

2400, Missoni

MARIO TESTINO
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LET’'S DISCO:

THE ONLY THING
YOUHAVE TO

DO IN BALMAIN’S
TASSELLED
METALLIC

DRESS? MOVE!
Mongolian sheepskin
coat, £1,360, AuJour Le
Jour. Fringe minidress,
£11.650, Balmain.
Perspex earrings, from
£230, Alexis Bittar.
Leather sandals, £375,
Terry de Havilland.
Socks, as before.

For stockists, all pages,
see Vogue Information

Wateh Lara’s exclusive
JSilm for Vogue on
Vogue.co.ukcoguevideo
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